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CHAPTER 1.
The House of Mystery,

A high and narrow gate of carefully
.Jolned boards, standing ajar In a fence
+of the same construction! What s

there In this to rouse a whole neigh-
borhood and collect before it a group
of eager, anxlous, hesitating people?

This is Judge Qetrander's place, and

anyone who knows Shelby or the gos-
8ip of fts suburbs knows that this
house of his has not opencd its doors
to any outsider, man or woman, lor
over a dozen years; nor have hig gates
been seen In all that time to gape at
-anyone's Instance or to stand unclosed
‘to public intrusion. The seclusion
sought was absolute. The men and
women who passed and repassed this
‘corner many times a day were as igno-
rant as the townspeople In general of
what lay behind the gray, monotonous
exterlor of the weatherbeaten boards
they so frequently brushed against
‘The house was there, of course—they
-all knew the house, or did once—bul
‘there were rumors of another fence, a
'second barrler, standing a few feet in.
:slde the flrst and similar to it in all
respects, even to the gates which cor-
responded exactly with these outer
-and viglble ones and probably were

Just an fully provided with bolts and
bars.

And now! in the freshness of this
summer morning, without warning or
any sceming reason for the change,
the striet habit of years has been
broken Into and this gate of gates is
not only standing unlocked before
their eyes, but a woman—a stranger
to the town as her very act shows—
has been seon to enter thera!—to en
ter. but npot come out; which means
that she must still he insido, and pos-
slbly in the wery presence of the
Judge,

Where 18 Bela? Why does he allow
his errands—But it was Bela, or so
they have heen told, who left this
he, the awe and
terror of the town, the enormous, re-
doubtable, elose-mouthed negro, trust-
ed os man is scldom trusted, and
falthful to his trust, yes, up to this
very lour, as all must acknowledge,
in spite of every temptation (and they
had been many and alluring) to dis-
close the secret of this home of which
he was not the least Interesting fae-
tor.: What has made him thus sud-
denly careless, he who has never been

careless before? Money? A bribe
from the woman who had entered
there?

What else was there to believe?
TLore stood the gate with the pebble
bolding it away from the post; and
here stood half the neighborhood, In
@ fascination which had for its motif
the knowledge that they, themselves
if they had courage enough, might po
in, just ns this woman had gone in,
and see-—why, what ehe ig seeing
now—the unknown, unguessed reason
for all these mys'eries—the hidden
treasure or the hidden sorrow which
would explain why he, thelr first eiti-
zen, the respected, even revered judge
of thelr highest court, should make use
of such precautions and show sueh un-
varying determination to bar out all
comers from the place he called his
home.

It had not always been so. Within
the memory of many there it had been
an abode of cheer and good fellowship.,
Not a few of the men and women now
hesiiating before its portals could
boast of meals taken at the judge's
ample board, and of evenings spent in
animated conversation in the great
room where he kept his books and did
his writing,

But that was before his son left him
in so unaccountable a manner: be-
fore—yes, all were agreed on thls
point—before that other bitter ordeal
of his middle age, the trial and con-
demnation of the man who had way-
laid and murdered his best friend,

Theugh the effect of these combined
sorrows had not seemed to be Immedi-
ate (one month had seen both);
though a half-year had elapsed before
all sociability was lost in extreme gelf
absorptian, and a full one before he
took down the plcket fence which had
hitherto been consldered a sufflefent
protectivn to his simple grounds, and
put up these boards which had so com-
pletely Isolated him from the rest of
the world, It was evident enough to
the friends who recalled his look and
wtep as he walked the streets with A).
gernon Etheridge on one side and his
brilllant, ever-successful son on the
other, that the change now observable
in him was due to the vlolent sunder-
ing of these two tles. Grief slowly
settled Into confirmed melancholy, and
melancholy Into eccentricitiosn,

Judge Ostrander’ was a recluse of
the most uncompromising typs; but he
was such for only half his time., From
ten in the morning till five In the after-
noon, he camo and went llke any other
eitizen, fulfilling his judicial dutles
with the same scrupulous ears as for-
merly and with more affablliity. [In.
deed, he showed at times, and often
when It was lenst expected, a mellow-:

58 of temper quite foreign to him in
fis early days. The admiration
awakened by his flne appearance on
the bench was never marred now by
those qulck and rasping tones of an

eusily disturbed temper which had
glven edge to his invectivo when he
stood ae pleader in the very court
where he now presided as judge. But
away from the bench, once quit of the
courthouse and the town. the man who

his carriage or sought to waylay him
at his own gate had need of all his
courage to sustain the rebuff his pre-
sumption Incurred,

The son, a man of great ability who
was making his way as a journalist in
another city, had no explanation to
Zive of his father's peculiarities.
Though he never came to Shelby—the
rupture between the two, If rupture
It were, seeming to be complete—
there were many who had visited him
in his own place of business and put
such questions concerning the judge
and his eccentric manner of living a8
must have provoked response had the
young man had any response to glve.
Dut he appeared to have none. Either

he was as Ignorant as themselves of !

the causes which had led to hls fa-
ther's habit of extreme Isolation, or
he showed powers of dissimulation
hardly in accordanea with the other
trafts of his admirable character.

Al of which closed inquiry in this
direction, but left ithe maw of curi-
osity unsatisfied,

And unsatisfied it had remalned up
to this hour, when through acecident—
or was It treachery—the barrier to
knowledge was down and the question
of yeors seemed at last upon the point
of being answered,

Meantime a fussy, talkative uan was
endeavoring to Impress the rapidly col-
lecting crowd with the advisability of
thelr entering all together and ap-
proaching the judge in a body,

“We can say that we felt It to be
our dooty to follow this woman in"
he argued. "“Didn't you say she had n
child with her, Miss Weekes?”

“Yes, anqd—"

“Tell us the whole atory, Miss Weeks.
Some of us haven't heard it. Then ir
it seems our duly as his neighbors and
well wishers to go in, we'll just go in."

The little woman towards whom this
appeal was directed fmmediately be-
gan her ingenuous tale, She was sit-
ting in her front window sewing
erybody knew that this window faced
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They Burst Through the Second Gate.

the end of the lane in which they were
then standing, She could see out with-
out being very plainly scen herself;
she had her eyes on this gate when
Bela, prompt to the minute as he al-
ways way, issued forth on his morning
walk to town for the day's supplies

Always exact, always in a hurry—
knowing as he did that the judge
would not leave for court till his re-
turn—he had never, In all the eight
years sghe had been sitting in that
window making buttonholes, shown
any hesitation in his methodlcal re-
locking of the gate and subsequent
quick departure,

But this morning he had lingered In
the gateway peering to right and left
In a way so unlike himself that the mo-
ment he was out of sight she could not
help running down the lane to see If
her susplelons were correct. And they
were. Not only had he left the gate
unlocked, but he had done so -pur-
posely. 3

She had about decided that It was
only proper for her to anter and make
aire that all was right with the judge
when she saw a woman looking at her
from the road—a woman all in purple
even to the vell which hid her fea-
tures, A little child was with her, and
the two muet have stepped Into the
road from behind some of the bushes,
ag neither of them were anywhere In
sight when ahe herself came running
down from the corner.

It was enough to startle anyone, es.
peclally as the woman did not speak,
but just stood silent and watehing her
through a vell the like of which wag
not to be found in Shelby, and which

Ev-

In itself was enough to rouse a decent

woman's suspicions,

She was 80 amazed at this that she
stepped back and attempted to address
the stranger. But before she had got

, much further than a timid and hesi-
attempted to accost him on his way to |

tating “Madam,” the womany roused
Into action possibly by her Interfer-
ence, made a quick gesture suggestive
of impatience 1f not rebuke, and mov-
Ing resolutely towards the gate Miss
Weeks had so indiscreetly left un-
guarded, pushed it open and disap-
peared within, dragging the Iittle child
after her.

“And she's in there still?"

“I haven't seen her come out." \

“Then what's the matter with you?"
called a burly, high-gtrung woman,
stepplng hastily from the group and
laying her hand upon the gate still
standing temptingly ajar. “It's no
time for nonsense,” she announced, as
she pushed it open and stepped
promptly in, followed by the motley
group of men and women who, if they
lacked courage to lead, certainly
showed willingness to follow.

One glance and they felt their cour-
age rewarded,

Rumor, which so0 often deccives,
proved itself correct in this case. A
second gate confronted them exactly
llke the first, even to the point of
being held open by a pehble placed
against the post. And a second fence,
also! built upon the same pattern as
the one they had just passed through;
the two forming a double barrier as
mysterious to contemplate in fact as
it had ever been in faney. In gazing
at these fences and the canyonlike
wallkk  streteching  between them  the
band of curious invaders forgot thelr
prime errand for a moment.

But whatever the mysteries of the
place, a greater one awaited them bo-
yond, and presently realizing this, thoy

1 burst with one nccord through the sec-

ond gate into the mass of greenery
which, either from negleet or inten-
tion, masked this side of the Ostrander
homestead.

place objects cluttering the table at
his elbow.

Inarticulate murmurs swelled and
ebbed, now louder, now more faintly
as the crowd surged forward or drow
back, appalled by that moveless,
breathless, awe-compelling figure.

A breathless momoent: then the hor-
rifled murmur rose here, there and
everywhere: “He's dead! He's dead!"
when quietly and convincingly a bluft
masculine votee spoke from the door-
way behind them:

“You needn't be frightened. In an
hour or a half-hour he will be the
same as ever. My aunt has such at-
tacks. They call it catalepsy.”

Imperceptibly the crowd dwindled;
the most discreet among them quite
content to leave the house; a few, and
these the most thoughtful, devoted all
their energies to a serious quest for
the woman and child whom they con-
tinued to belleve to be in hiding some-
where inside the walls she had so au-
daciously entered.

The small party deelded to start
their search by a hasty inspection of
the front hall,” when a shout and
seramble in the passages beyvond cut
short their Intent and held them pant.
ing and eager, each to his place

I'rightened, they drew their gaze
from the rigid figure in the chair, and,
with bated breaths and rapidly paling
cheeks, listened to the distant mur
mur on the far-off road.

What was it? They could not guess,
and it was with unbounded relief they
pressed forward to greet the shadowy

Acceptﬁbie Toys
for the Children

A hat box of strong cardboard and
fome red, white and green water-color
paints are required to make this doll's

liouse, A view of it s given in the
picture above, also a picture of the
root and ot the front and one side.
The root and chimneys are to be made
separately.

Two large, square openings are cut
out at the front and above them an
oblong is cut on three sides, Bent
outward this forms an awning that is
painted in red and white Btripes., A
door 18 cut in the side and panels and
dootknobs painted on it. Openings
are cut in the roof to hold the chim:
noys and itis painted in green squares
to simulate shingles |

The house and chimneys are paint-

form of a young girl hurrying toward
them from the rear, with news in het |
face, She spoke quickly. i

“The woman is gona. Harry Doane |
saw her sliding out behind us 1:1511:
alter we came in. She was hiding in |
some of the cormers here and slipped ‘|
out by the kitehen way when we were |
not looking. Ile has gone to 5(-:!—"|

ifreathlessly  Miss Weeks cut lhe:
sigl's story short; breathlessly she |
rushed to the nearest window, and !

helped by willing hands, sueceaded in

Never before had they beheld so law | foreing it up and tearing a hole in the |

less a growth or a house so completely
lost amid vines and shrubbery. Two
solemn fir trees, which were all that
remained of an old-time and famous
group, kept guard over the untenduod
lawn, adding thelr suggestion of agoe
and brooding melancholy to the air
of desolation infesting the whole place,
One might be approaching a tomb, for
all token that appeared of human pres-
ence. Kven sound was lacking.

human extinetion,

Instinetively the women falteréd and
the men drew back: then the very
silenee ecaused a sudden reaction, and
with one simultaneous rush they made
for the only entrance they saw and
burst without further ceremony into
the house,

A common hall and common fur-
nishings confronted them. MMore they
could not gather; for blocked as the
doorway was by their crowding fig-
ures, the little light whieh sifted in
over their heads was not enough to
show up details, Halting with one ae-
cord in what secmed to be ihe middle
of the uncarpeted floor, they waited
for some indication of a clear passuge-
way to the greal room where the judge
would undoubtedly be found in conver-
sation with his strange guest,

The woman of the hard volece and
self-satisfled demeanor who had start-
ed them upon this adventure was still
ahead; but even she qualled when she
found herself face to face with a
heavy curtain Instead of a yie'ding
door.

“Look at this!" she whispered, push-
Ing the curtain Inward with a quick
movement,

Sunshine! A stream of fit, dazzling
them almost to blindness and sending
thewn, one and all, pellmell back upon
each other! However diemal the ap-
proach, here all was in brilllant light
with every evidence before them of
buay lile, :

The room was not only filled, but

crammed, with furniture. ‘I'his was
the first thing they noticed: then, aa
their blinking eyes became accus-

tomed to the glare and to the unex-
pected confusion of tables and ehalrs
and serecns and standing receptacles
for books and pamphlete and boxes
labeled and padlocked, they beheld
something else,

The judge was there, but In what a
condition,

From the end of the forty-foot room
his seated Ngure confronted them, gl-
lent, staring and unmoving With
clenched fingers gripping the arms of
his great chalr and head held forward,
he looked like one frozen at the mo-
ment of doom, such the expreasion of
features usually so noble, and now
almost unrecognlzable were it not for
the snow white of his locks and his
unmistakable brow.

Frozen! Not an eyelash quivered,
nor was there any perceptible move-
ment In his sturdy chest. Hia eyes
were on their eyes, but he saw no one;
and down upon his head and over hig
whole form the sunshine poured from
a large window let into the ceiling di-
rectly abovo aim, lighting up the
stralned and unnatural aspect of his
remarkable countenance and bringing
Into sharp prominenca the common-

It |
was like a painted scene—a dream of !

vines, throuph which they one

A motley throng of people
way, Some one was in their
It was Bela! Bela, the glant! Bela,
the terror of the town, no longer a
terror but a struggling, half-fainting
figure, fighting to free himself and get
in advance, despite some awful hurt
which blanched his ennl-black features
and made his great limbs falter, while

still keeping his own and making his

way, by sheer force of will, up the |,

path and the two steps of entrance—

his body altarnately sinking back or

plunging forward as those in the rear

or those In front got the upper hand
CTO B CONTINUED)

Wha'e Sought Liberty.
Thrills are by no meang out of date

few weeks back the workers In n
sawmlill at Whangaparapara were giv-
en an exhibition of the vigor that les
in a thwarted whale. One of thesoe |
monsters of the deep, many of whom |
are gecn about the coasts of the Do-
minfon, where whaling was once a
very  profitable  industry, recently
found its wapy up one of the small
harbors, and finally got Inside the
booms where the logs are kept for
the saw mills. It seemed happy
enough there for a while, till it sud-
denly discovered ftself In enclosed
water, and then the fight began. It
lashed round and round In blind fury,
sending  huge  baurl logs tumbling
about like walking sticks, and then
cleared a passage and made off full

and |
|
all looked out In eager excitement, '
wera |
crowding in through the double gate. |

grasp. |

v 3 T quired nair.,
in the New Zealand of today, and |

| place to be sewea

ed red lined with white to simulate
bricks. White paper pasted over the
windows will Yook like a shade. After
the parts are made they are fas-
tened together with paper fasteners,

Easily Made Animal Toys

|

|

and stufled with sawdust, Ping with
hlaek nepds, beads, or regulation arti-
el eyes arce uscd, and bits ol
lamhb’'s wool or fur provide the re-
A dog and pony are pice-
tured here, made of white canton fNan-
nel, also outhnes of patterns for ent-
ting tnem.  Mach animal is made ol
three picces: the two sldes and a
underncath. This
fast has a alit an it for turning the
figure right side out after the pieces
are machine stitched together. After
it 18 stuiied this opening is sewed up.
Almost any animal may be made in
this way,

Bungalow Made of Cardboard
My

speed ahead for the open sea.  Unfor- |
tunately for itself, it drove head m:|
against a pile, and the blow stunned :
it so that 1t was stranded on thr:l
beach. ‘

Worth, the Dressmaker,

The noted DParisian  dressmaker,
Worth, owed hig early suecess (o the |
patronage of that famous personage !
of the third empire, Princess Pauline |
de Metternich, the wife of the Austri- |
an ambassador to France. By her wit
and pumerons vagaries of dress and
manner she created a sensation at tha
court of Napoleon 111 and Kugenie,
Therefore It was easy for Worth to
become the most sought of the world's
dresmakers when the princess ap-
proved his styles. Charles Worth,
while so long the ereator of French
fashlon. was an Engllshman, born in
Bourne, Fngland, in 1825, and died In
Parlg in 1805.— DBaltimore Star,

Carbon From Gas.

ingineers have long been trylng to
dikcover an econamienl way of produe-
Ing carbon from natural gas Under
the methods now In use there la siceh
an enormous waste of gas that the
process I8 too expensive. Harry lea
com of Wilsonburg, Harrlson County,
W. Va., has been studying thi., mattey
selentifically and experimentally for
many vears, and now he announces
tinat he has found a method whereby
he produces a black without any ash
and far superfor to that made under
the older processes, and wherchy the
wasle of fas i# almoat entiroly atimhb

nated.

Bungatows and other toy houses are

made ot heavy cardboard boxes 'The
oleture shows the roof, chimney, tront
ind one side o1 the bungalow betore
‘hey are put together, also the fin
1shed house,

The windows are cut out and plain
white wnting paper pasted over the
openings on the anside.  'The window
panes and sashes are painted on thig.
Doors are ecut on three sides and
panels and knobs pamted on them,
[roorsteps, window boxes and flowers,
shingles, ete., are ali painted on the
llat surrace,

I'ie  chimney {8 made saparately,
nonted red, and lned with white,

Animals, that please the tittle ones, | b
lare made ol canton flannol or plush, [
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Christmas Gifts for
the Baby

The baby mmspires the greatest num-
ber of dainty gifts at Christmas time,
nearly all of them the handwork of
those who welcome him.

A book in which the important af-
fairs of the new arrival are to be
put on record, a hanger for safety
pins of several sizes, a palr of arm-
lets, and some brightly colored toys
suspended by gay ribbons, are ple-
tured above in the group of baby be-
longings,

The record book {s made by cover-
ing cardboard with white moire silk.
A stork is painted on the front cover,
and plain heavy white paper provides
tne leaves. Satin ribbhon in light blue
or pink is sewed to each cover to fas-
ten them together,

Pink satin ribbon and white cellu-
loid rings, in three sizes, are used for
the salety-pin hangers One long and
three short ends hang from a pretty
bow, each terminating in a ring. The
pins are fastened over the rings,

Narrow satin ribbon shirred over
flat elastic cord forms the armlets.
IBach is finisned with a full rosette,

a Coat Hanger

The
bootees shown in the picture will be
easy to make by those who under-
stand crocheting, They are erocheted
of white zephyr and shaped to fit

warm looking and dainty

over the knees. A beading 18 worked
in near the top and narrow pink satin
ribbon run through it makes it pos-
sible to tic the boots so that they
will not slip down,

A novel and very pretty touch is
glven these bootees by the tiny pink
roge buds that are embroidered on
them with silk floss.

Little wooden hangers are covered
with cotton for a padding and over
this light satin ribbon is shirred. The
hook is wound with the ribbon and
the hanger finished with a pretty bow,

Topsy Doll Made of a Stocking

The rag naby has the reputation of
being the best beloved of its iittle
owners possesslons. Here s a Topsy
doll made ot a black stocking with
mouth and nose outlined with yarn
and glass beads for eyes. By raveling
an old knitted mitten or any knitted
article, its head of kinky hair is ag-
sured,

The figure is cut out ip two plecen,
whien are maochine-stitched together,
with an openiag left at one pide for
turning it right side out. It {g etufied
with cotton. Rompers and a cap of
gayly striped gingham add to the fage

cination of this Topey,




